BEKESBOURNE WITH PATRIXBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
@ December 2024 Agenda Pack

Agenda Item 7.1 County ClIr Report

Mike Sole’s
November 2024

Kent County Councillor -Canterbury South

Canterbury City Councillor = Nailbourne

With 50 many road works, and diversion routes, it can often be chaotic, especially whan the A2
ie closed. | was pleased to be at a meesting with KCC, Mational Highways and Barham Parish
Ciouncil. A5 a result of discussions, | am hopefully for some improvements to signage and betber
communication next time there are planned closures of the A2,

With the Mailboume likely to flow agein, | have also been invodved im discussions about
aliermative bin collections amangaments. Although the details are yet to be finalised, it is likely
that residents in Railway Hill and Out Elmstead Lans in Barham, will b2 issued with purple sacks
and received weskly collections if the large tnuck cannot get to them. Recycling colaction will be
suspendsd (but can go in the purple sacks or taken io the household waste centre) and garden
waste will not be collected. but automatic refunds will be issued to subscribers. All affected
residents will receive a letter near the time to confirm the final arrangements.

| met with the Canterbury Branch of the MFU. A3 might be expected, the impact of the budgeat
was discussed. | also raised the issue of the installation of a replacement Growe Ferry bridge in

2028 and a kower weight Emit being impdemented next year until the new bridge is in place.

At KCC | attended the mesting of full Council and the Growth & Economic Development and
Communitiss Committes.

At Canterbury City Council | presented the draft budget to cabinet which is curmently out o public
consultaton.

| was vary pleased fo be 8 member of the Lord Mayor's Award panel. It was a pleasure to be
involved in helping decide who might recaive an award for their community service, and details
of the winners will be announced next year.

| also attended the Remembrance Day service at Canterbury Catherdral.

Fimally, may | wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

H{I{CC] : mike.sole@kent.gov.uk
(€CC) : mike.sole@councillor.canterbury.gov.uk




Agenda Item 7.2 City Councillor Report

Councillor Lee Castle

Little Stour & Adisham Ward - Canterbury City Council

Nﬂ\fem her 2024 Update Iee.castle@cnuncillnr.canterbur',r.gnv

As we approach the Christmas season, November has been a particularly busy month, with various
meetings and casework across our communities.

I attended the Littlebourne FPansh Council meeting, where discussions covered a range of topics, including
the need for additional bins, timelines for the revised Local Plan, and ongoing casewark inviolving tree
management. school engagement, and doq fouling.

At the Adisham Pansh Council meeting, attenbion was focused on budget planning and upcoming projects
for 2025, The Adisham Woods issue remains unresolved due to an ongoing appeal process, and | have
raised additonal enforcement concems that require engagement. Other recurring Issues, such as tree
management, embankment cutting, and fly-tipping, were also addressed.

The Wickhambreaux Parish meeting reflected a mix of plans for the year ahead and disappointment owver
the Pear Orchard development approval. While the development meets planning requirements, | have urged
the parsh council to collaborate closely with residents to monitor compliance with site restrictions and
vehicle movement during construction. Advocating on behalf residents in planning matters remains a
priority.

Movember also involved participation in planning committee meetings, a budget briefing, a climate chanae
briefing, and a scrutiny subcommittee discussion on the biodversity emergency. These sessions highhahted
the council's efforts on vanous initiatives, including city centre levelling-up projects.

In lckham, | addressed a housing case and was pleased o observe the success of the local Iitter-picking
group over the past year—a testament to the dedication of community volunteers.

Frogress has also been made in the Littlebourmne Speed Watch program, thanks to new volunteers. In a
personal capacity, | have volunteered to support the Bekesbourne/Patrixbourme and
Ickham/MWickhambreaux joint groups as they establish similar initiatives. Residents mterested in
volunteering can contact their parish clerks for details.

The council continues to advance the joint venture with Ashiord Borough Council to address Stodmarsh
mitigation. While | personally question this national policy, it i1s cntical to meet housing delivery targets to
avoid entering the presumption stage, which could lead to developments bypassing local planning policy.

In December, | will attend the Littlebourne and Adisham parish meetings, along with a planning committee
meeting. | am also participating in a local river group meeting to prepare for the harsher winter months,
receiving updates from the Environment Agency and Southern Water.

Lastly, | commend all villages for their outstanding Christmas tree displays. For those who have seen my
own home, it is no secret that | too, am a fan of Chrstmas lights!

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Agenda Item 8. Any S101 Delegated Authority Items to be noted by Council.

Planning Application No: CA/24/01930

Proposal: Erection of an agricultural storage building.

Location: Land Between Springfield Cottages And Rosewood, Bekesbourne Lane, West Of
Bekesbourne Hill, Bekesbourne, Kent,

Outcome: 2 out of 8 councillors responded, one with no objections, one objecting to this
application. Therefore, no comments were submitted as a minimum of three councillors are
required to respond to s101 delegated authority.

Agenda Item 10.1 Highway Matters: Any Updates

The Clerk has chased again the reinstatement of the roundels on Station road. Hopefully
there will be a response to present at the meeting.

Permission has been granted by the landowner for the ‘junction ahead’ signs on the
approach to Aerodrome Road. These should now be installed imminently.

Agenda Item 10.2 20mph at Patrixbourne
Printing costs associated with the public engagement:
My current HP Instant in plan covers up to 300 pages per month, which usually is sufficient.

There are approximately 350 homes in Bekesbourne and Patrixbourne, for one page of a4
for the traffic survey plus one page of a4 for the playground survey will total 700 pages.

This in turn will require me to increase the printing bundle for the one month to either:

e Upto 700 pages at a cost of £25.49 +VAT.
e Upto 1500 pages at a cost of £49.49 +VAT

Alternatively, a distribution company has quoted to print and deliver both for £360+VAT

Proposed Public Engagement Leaflet:

Agenda Item 10.4 Speedwatch

A date has been requested for training now we have sufficient (hopefully) numbers for
volunteers.
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Agenda Item 11.1 To note October- December payment schedule & approve

any new payments.

August/September Payment Schedule
Payments Made in August/September as per financial regulations.

Date Type Payment Amount

16" September 24 DD Hugofox £23.99

30' September 24 SO Clerk September As per salary Sheet

Salary

15™ October 24 DD Hugofox £23.99

30™ October 24 SO Clerk October Salary As per salary Sheet
15" November 24 DD Hugofox £23.99

2" December 24 SO Clerk Nov Salary As per Salary Sheet

Payments Due for Approval:

Recipient Detail Amount

N. Purcell HP Ink TBC (as per agenda
reimbursement item 10.2)
December

N. Purcell Clerk Phone bill £15.00
(October-Dec)

Agenda Item 11.2 To Approve the Q2 Accounts

The Q1 Accounts run from July- Sept. Clerk salary have been paid as per the salary slips each

month, which our Internal Auditor checks each year as part of the council’s internal audit.
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(i)

BEKESBOURNE WITH PATRIXBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
December 2024 Agenda Pack

Bekesbourne with Patrixbourne Parish Council

Quarter 2 Accounts 2024/25 (1st July-30th September)

Receipts Payments
Date: Ref RECEIPTS £ Date: Reference: PAYMENTS £
010724 SO N_ Purcell (salary) : D
15.07.24 DD HugoFox £ 2399
30.07.24 S0 M. Purcell (salary) . 4D
15 .08.24 DD HugoFox £ 23.99
J008.24 S0 M. Purcell (salary) £ -
09.09.24 FPO N Pucell (Ink April) £ 99
09.09.24 FPO M. Purcell (Phone April-May| £ 10.00
090924 FRO M. Purcell Ink (June) £ 9.99
09.09.24 FPO L.Robbins Internal Audit £ 105.00
09.09.24 FPO KALC (membership) £ 400.46
090924 FPO AJG Insurance £ 1,389.34
09.09.24 FPO ROSPA (Inspection) £ 11.60
09.09.24 FPO Ovenden Allworkd (fence re| £ 870.00
16.09.24 DD HugoFox £ 23.99
300924 S0 M. Purcell (salary) t 4D
Total Payments £ 6,242.75
Total Income E

Cash Held £ 26.13
Treasurers Balance as at 30.09.2024 £ 7498693
Instant Access Savers Balance as at 30.09.24 £ 1.09

[Total: [£ 7501415




BEKESBOURNE WITH PATRIXBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
December 2024 Agenda Pack

Agenda Item 11.3 S106 Funding (Update/Playground Discussion)
Overview of $106 Funding Allocations

As previously noted, The Parish Council has received the following funds under Section 106
agreements, specifically allocated for improving open spaces and community facilities:

1. Children's Outdoor Play Areas
o Amount: £23,428
o Purpose: Dedicated to upgrading and improving children's outdoor play areas
within open spaces.
2. Outdoor Sport
o Amount: £7,063
o Purpose: To enhance and upgrade outdoor sports facilities in open spaces.
3. Amenity Open Spaces
o Amount: £9,184
o Purpose: For the improvement and enhancement of general amenity open
spaces.
4. Parks and Gardens
o Amount: £4,332
o Purpose: Allocated for the improvement of parks and gardens within open
spaces.
o Note: This allocation can be combined with the Amenity Open Spaces funding
for larger projects.

Progress Update and Consultation with RGMC

On Monday, 9th December, ClIr Sladden and the Clerk met with the Chair of the Recreation
Ground Management Committee (RGMC) to discuss the aspirations and goals of the
committee regarding the recreation ground and pavilion. Initial discussions mentioned
potential uses for the S106 funds including:

¢ Installation of a new fire door for the sports pavilion.

¢ Roofing and guttering repairs to address their current poor condition.

¢ Addition of benches around the recreation ground.

e Installation of spectator seating to support community sports.

¢ Improving entrance access and installing protective matting for parking areas to
minimize grass damage.

The Chair of the RGMC will present these information to their committee for further
discussion and will aim to provide feedback at the Parish Council’s January meeting.

Community Survey and Next Steps for the Playground: To engage the community in
decision-making, ClIr C.Sladden has prepared a draft survey, with an electronic version of



the same created by Nicola. The survey aims to gather input from residents on how the
funds should be spent.

Proposed Timeline:

o Survey Distribution: Deliberately delayed to ensure streamlined processes, aligning
with discussions and potential actions.

e Survey Results Collection: End of January.

e Review and Discussion: Equipment quotes will be reviewed at the March meeting.

e Project Implementation: Begin installation in spring/summer to protect the ground
at the recreation area, ensuring minimal disruption.

:Bekeshm.lrne Recreation Ground

Bekesbourne with Patrixbourne Parish Council now has money to install the accessible
roundabout, which we have been saving up for. We may also be able to provide one or two
other items. Because delivery, installation and safety surface costs are not quoted in the
catalogues, we are not sure how much we can do, but we would like to get some idea of what
you would like.

Whao is completing this questionnaire? Please tick:

Family with children Young couple Interested resident
BEE e

Teenager(s) Grandparent(s) Tick if a Rec user from
Ared outside the parish.

Write down two things you would like. If you are replying as a family, please say how many
people chose the item. Put a star or tick beside your favourite.

We have asked 11 local children what new eguipment they would like. Here are their ideas

Springy seesaw for two people. OQutdoor table tennis table A little house. Outdoor Chess
Wooden adventure trail/ trim trail (stepping stones, chain bridge etc.) Bouldering wall. Swing for
several people such as Dragon Bus.

Do you have any other ideas or suggestions? Use the back of the sheet if you have a lot to say!

We may also have a separate pot of money for more seating, and also for adult gym equipment.
Please tick if youw would like, and would use, adult gym equipment.

Please return to

The Council is asked to approve the survey for distribution to the community.
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Plaque Replacement at the Playground

While the council considers the addition of new equipment using $106 funds, it may also
wish to allocate additional funds to replace the missing plaque that originally identified the
playground as the Albert Wilson Playground. The plaque, which has been absent for many
years, was a tribute to Mr. Wilson, and a relative of his has expressed a strong desire to see
it reinstated. Unfortunately, the original plaque's whereabouts remain unknown.

$106 Funding Process (For Council to Note)
The process for spending S106 funds involves the following steps:

1. Allocation: Funds are earmarked for specific purposes (e.g., children's play areas,
outdoor sports).

2. Proposal Development: Parish Councils identify potential projects and ensure
alignment with funding criteria.

3. Community Engagement: Consultation through surveys or public meetings to gather
input on proposed projects.

4. Approval: The Parish Council submits proposals to Canterbury City Council for review
and approval.

5. Implementation: Once approved, the Parish Council oversees the procurement and
completion of the project.

Conclusion

The Parish Council will work closely with the RGMC and Canterbury City Council to ensure
the S106 funds are allocated efficiently and in line with community needs. This collaborative
approach will ensure projects benefit the community while adhering to S106 guidelines.

Agenda Item 11.4- Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24
Completion:

Forvis Mazars LLP have concluded the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
for 2023/24. | am delighted to unform you that Bekesbourne with Patrixbourne Parish
Council have completed another successful audit.

The external auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24 states:
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Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermance and Accountability Return, in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices

and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory reguirements have not been
met.

The Accounts and Audit (England) Reguiations 2015 required that the 2023 perod of public rights covered 30 working days and commenced no later than 1 July
2023 This requirerment &s not met last year but the Council has answered yes o the asserion on public rights i the 2023724 Annual Govemance Staterment. which
covers the previous year's public rights penicd. The Counc’ needs o put in place amangements to ensure that it can always meet its statutory obgations in respect of
pubic rights and answers no o asserion 4 of the Annual Govemnance Statement where this has not been achieved,

The Council has not fully implermented recommendations made in the 2022023 external audit report. The Councl answered yes to the relevant asseion in the
202324 Apnua’ Governancs Statemant (assertion T), claiming it has tsken appropriate action in respect of audt reports. Infuture, the Council showld ensure that
appropriate acton in response to audit recommendations is taken within a reasonable time.

Crther mafters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the autharity:

In undertaking the review of the 2023/24 Annual Governance and Accountability Return it came to our attention that in 2024 the Council has not
met the requirements of the 2015 Accounts and Audit Regulations to provide electors with a period of 30 working days including the first 10
working days of July, o inspect the accounts. The Council should ensure that in 2024/25 they comply with the Regulations and respond Mo to

the relevant assertion in its Annual Governance Statement as the assertion is refrospective and refers to compliance during the relevant
financial year rather than in respect of it

Finance Officer explanation for council to note unfortunately, last year the council were one
day short for their exercise of public rights period, and this year- one day too many. This
unfortunately means in writing it states ‘we did not meet the requirements’.

Please refer to ‘Section 3- Eternal Auditors Report and certificate 2024’ that has been
included within this report over the next few pages:
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o turn 2023/24 Form 3

Governance and Accountability Re
other Smaller Authoritles‘:

d
':d::'::zs.ooo put did not exceed

Internal Drainage Boa
gross exponditure exce

penditure was £25,000

completed by Local Councils,

“where the higher of gross Income of
~ £6.5 million; or
~ where the higher of gross income or
or less but that: ;
« are unable to certify themselves as oxemp! (foe payable); OF
« have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annua

Accountability Return 2023/24
1. Every smaller authority in England that aither received gross inco
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governarn
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Praclices. rs, pages 3 to 6:
2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up 7t !hr':oin't’aarna; gudator.
« The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority
« Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authonlty: _  sthority
« Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to ! efa pPrc;ving Section 2
3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Govemance statement, before 2pE - ;
' s ebpage
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the gtiority YERSRLEEIEs

before 1 July 2024. s uddth
4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 of &n mutfiorty w't or is

neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify |.tself as exempt,

requesting a limited assurance review, must return 10 the external auditor by email of post (not both)

no later than 30 June 2024. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT: )

« the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

« a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2024

- an explanation of any significant year on ye

- notification of the commencement date of th

gross ex

| Governance and

ross expenditure

or incurred g
s tability Return at the

ce and Accoun

ar variances in the accounting statements
e period for the exercise of public rights

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.
ed assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the

Once the external auditor has completed the limit
Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 ~ External Auditor Report

Annual Governance and Accountability
ty by email or post.

and Certificate will be returned to the authori

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on

the authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2024 authorities must publish:

« Notlice of the pericd for the exercise of public nghts and a de clare
rCiS ublic rights and a declaration that the acc S
D cn ol e e e accounting statements
. Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24, approved and signed, page 4
« Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24, approved and signed, page 5 i
g oL U, Paye S
Not later than 30 September 2024 authornities must publish
« Notice of conclusion of audi '
. Sect?on 3 « External Auditor Report and Certificate
« Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any ameand {
! nents as a resull of the limited assurance review. It

is recommended as bes! practice, 10 avo
' actlice, id any potential confus e 3 i
parties, that you alse publish the Annual Internal Audit Report bp’(z:;(:) )C; SR eED ol inereee

The Annual Governance and Accountability R
Throughout, the words ‘extamal suditor’ hibe eturn constitutes the annual return referred &
the Sama meaning as the words 0 In the Accounts and Audit
words Tocal auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit
=

~fora completa Lst of bodies th U e s ] S refter Cche: 2 L Lot l_‘cOu"lJ)blMy Act 20’4
Lst of boah hat may be smatler thores refer to s dule 2 to the Local A nd A
a

f{,‘;‘.’.aéo Gf.fg{?"ﬁf&ﬁ;f’ cﬁ;f::nmabgny Return 2023/24 Form 3 Page
. ge Boards and other Small
er Authorities® i
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- Guidance notes o
N completing Form 3 of th
ACCOUntabllity Return (AGAR) 2023/24 e Annual Governance and

* The authorit
m
ices arz fo“::; ?:mzi);’wﬂh.m oper _" ractices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
needed to prepare succe "‘:"Mkmms Guide* which is updated from time to ime and contains everything
sslully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

Make sure th

amendmentsaxh‘: CQGAR s complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any

* The authority :s approved by the authority and property initialled

should receive and note 1 v s
SOVeman ce Stalement and the nocmzn ;} Annual Intermal Audit Report before approving the Annual
s >

s u;ll(:!rebd\ecqusl provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external

= Y email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2024

s‘:‘ :;:::?' Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting

e » (&cnora 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

o e Resp(?nSIble Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they ara prasentad 1o
e authon. ty for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts
The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval
;ou must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
hair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

* Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers 2all
the bank apoounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide”.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance,

« If the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred.

« Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2023) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2024).

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

« The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the external auditor before 1 July 2024.

ompietio Q

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

{Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period

|for the exercise of pyPlj: rights, been provided for the external auditor?
ntornal Audit Report | Have allhighighted boxes been completedby theinternal auditor andexplanations provided?
Sectiot_w_"lm ;F;r 7any statement to which the response is 'no’, has an explanation been published?
‘Section 2 |Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before

|presentation to the authority for approval?

! S
| Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?
| e XL
'Mas the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2024 been reconciled to Box 87
Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

ggcﬁéns 1and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures 0een m;e if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing tnsstee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

NANNAIAT L ARA

—_

-Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk '

o nl RAvarnanca and Ancanntahiling Dabies AAADINA Core 2 Page 2 of 6
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Bekesbourne with Faumxuoure Fansn Council

www.bekesboumwlthpalrixboume.co.uk

Duri i § 21 March 2024, this authority's internal auditor acting i
baﬁsng’llasg :sn::;:"zﬁ:“’""":::“. arried oul a seloctive assossment of compliance wng umem“"v and ofr' e!:: .
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidenca from the authority procedu

The i 323724 has been carried out in n(:(:(ndnnm with this authority's .

On !ht:%;n;'saol:dll'l“;or:' v?dlui: S’Il\ ihe areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are m'“’ Ofi;‘:dp::md m:
out below are the objectives of intermad control and alongside are the intefnal audit conclusions on whether in ‘an
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to » ﬂfd'admuato
to meet the needs of this authority stand

been prp_pqnx ﬁgg_lhroyohwl the financial year,

B. This authority comphed with its financial regulations. payments were supported by invoices, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was qurgpmlcly agoounlod for,
Hicant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy

A. Appropnate accounting records have

C. This authonty assessed the sign

of amangements lo manage these. __
D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
nd reserves were appropriate.

the budget was regularly monitored, a
Expected income was fully recelved, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved :

and VAT appropriately accounted for.
Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.
_ Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.
Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
nditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit A
appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

1

S AN AN

AN

J. Accounting statements prepared
and payments or income and expe

trail from underlying records and where
If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022/23, it met the

K.
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance / J

review of its 2022/23 AGAR tick ‘not covered’)
The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the v J

internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

vered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
s required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR period,
i relation to the 2022-23 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or

M. In the year co
public rights a

wevre public nghts
authorily approved minutes confirming the dates sel).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR

(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Noles).
0. (For local councils only) w

Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls gxisted (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).
Date(s) internat audil undernaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
(S/0S fuaits LioN£L RBRIMS
IS/08/224 |
Date .

*If the response s 'no’ please state the

identified (add separate sheets if needoi«;')'_""caﬂons and action being taken to address any V

,.e','(?':.a',:,,";?, or : i M5 Is 'not covered' please state when the most recent intermal audit work we
+ Of [l coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why.

Signature of persan who
carned out the internal audn o

fSE'a“naé?fJS(s" Ance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3
- Ihternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
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Section 1 — Annual Governance gtatement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of

Bekesbourne with patrixbourne Parish Council

reisa sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
" e We confirm, to the best of our knowladge and belief, with

endad 31 March 2024, that

the
statement
s for the vﬂ}"

our responsibility for ensuring that
the preparation of the Accounting
respect to the Accounting Statemen

propared s accounting staternents in sccordonce
witl the Accounts and Audt Regutations

four offective financiv

1. We have put in place anrangements
management dunng the yoar, and for the ¥
the accounting statemeonis

Sdivtioi e

2. Wo mantained an adeguate sywtem 0
Including measunes designed 10 prevent
B0 comupbon and mviewns fis offectivenuss

3. W 100k all reasonable steps o assure oursoves

that there are no matters of actual of potential

non-compliance with laws, ragulations and Proper

Practices that could have a significant financial effect

on the ability of this authonty o conduct 1%

business or manage its finances ==
- the year for

o aton ot

mods [wr;pol mmnqamm;u and nr:opnd rosponsibility
for safoguarding the public Monoy and rMSOWees in

s charge.

has only dono what it has the legal power to do and has
compliad with Proper Practices in dolng 50

f antormd omirol
and detect frund

duning the yoar gave all persons intarosted the opportunty 1o
inspect and ask quostions about this authorily’s accounts

4. We proviced ;wom;f ocv;“u'"fv dunng

the exercise of electors: rights In accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Reguiations B
of the risks facing this iderod and doct tod the financial and other risks i
faces and dealt with them propery.

5, We camed out an assessment
authasity and took appropnate stops manage those
nsks. including the Introduction of internal con
extamal insurance cover whero 3

6, We mamntained throughout the year an adequate and
effoctive systom of inlemal audt of the accounting

records and control systems.

i

arranged for a competent person, pendent of the financial
mwm.fommwwwonmm
Mwndoanmmmonndsdmismmum

mpavdedlomummupmrolrsamwnbymmdand

R RERFES R

7. We 100k approprate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and external audit, externsl audit.

8. We considerad whether any litigation. habiites or disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
oommmems.avenuouransacbons.owmneéw furing the year including events king place after the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on end if refevant.
this authority and, whese appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds including has mot alf of its responsibilitios where, as & boay
charitadle. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, It is a sole managing trustee of a jocal
rustee we discharged our accountability trus! or trusts,
responsibities for the fund(s)yassets, including
financial reporting and. If required, independent \/

| examination of audi.
r on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe

*Please provide explanations to the external audito
how the authority will address the weaknesses iden

Governance Statement.

tified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

meeting of theé authonty on! approval was given:
IC 062024 :
and recorded as minute reference Chair e
V2.2 asQen—
Clerk

www.bekesbournewithpatrixbourne.co.uk

Annual Governance and A age
Local Councils |m:;'f:;;‘:_""f?:.c,?un_‘an"'!"" Retum 2023/24 Form S Passd ot
yainane Roarde and nther Smallar Authorities®
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 202

Bekesbourne with Patrix

3/24 for
bourne Parish Council

al recorcls

1. Total boalances amd reserves at the boginning of the r
'(B):Lannr(“‘os ProUo 171357 23711| as racorded in the financial rocords. Valuo must ”gmy:a to
Box 7 of previous yoar L
2. (+) Precept or Rales ¢ o T S Total amount of precept (or for [DBs rates and lovies)
tc“o : cept or Rates and 18401 22214 recoived or recaivable in the year. Exclude any grants
meeived.
3. (+) Total other receipts ] [ Total income or receipls as rocorded in the cashbook less
38796 6301/ the precept or ratesfovies rocoived (line 2. Include any
geanis recoived
e et
4. (-) Staff costs I = Total expenditure or payments made to and on behall
: 9249 of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
8078 employers NI contributions, employers pension
| contributions, gratuities and severance payments
['5. () Loan Interest/capital Total expendilure or payments of capital and interest |
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any). |
| 6. (-)All other paymen:s' Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
196765 15452 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).
7. (=) Balances camed Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 23711 27527 | equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
| 8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 23711 27527/ holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.
| 9. Total fixed assels plus The value of all the property the authorily owns - it is made
‘ long term investments 332900 332900| up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.
‘ 10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
‘ 0 0| from third parties (including PWLB).
For Local Councils Only
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and
!j.rn?igdx'i-g charitabie) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assetls.
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting staterments above
(including charitable) exciude any Trust transactions.

| certdy that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
of income and expendiure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices and present fairly
the financial position of this authonty

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

/f\', A ~

12/05/2024 =

10 [obl02L

as recorded in minute reference

12 b

Signad by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Date

Annual Governance ane
Local Councils u'fs:r:? ,d Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3 Page 5 of 6
ternal Drainace Boards and other Smaller Authorities®
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1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review i sel out by the National Audit Office (NAC). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordancs with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same kevel of assurance that such an
audit would. The LK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is
appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor i responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermanca and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAOD Auditor Guidance MNote 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAD on behalf of the
Comptraller and Acditor General. AGM 02 i available from the NAD website —

hitps: /s nao. org. uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditorss .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adeguate and effective and that it has

a sound system of intermal conirel. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Propar Practices which:

+ summarses the accounting records for the vear ended 31 March 2024; and

» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Excepl fof he matters reported below on he basis af cur review ol Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabilily Rebrn, in
our apinion the infarmation in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and Accounlabibly Return is in accordance with Proper Praclices

and no olher matbers hase come 1o ow allenton giving cause lor concem 1hat relevant kegislation and regulatory requirements kave nol bean
imed.

The eocounts and Audit (England) Reguilations 20415 required that the 2063 period of public ighls covened 30 warking days and commenced na later than 1 Juty
2023 This requiremnent as nat met kst year but the Coundl has answered yes 1o the asseion on public rights in the 2023024 Annual Governanos Statement, which

corvers the presiows year's public righls period. The Council needs ba put in place amangements to ensure that it can absays mest k= statulory obligations in respect of
public rights and answers no ta assedon £ of e Annual Govemance Stabement where this has not been achioved.

Thex Coundl has raat fully implementsd rscommendalions made in the 2022723 external awd® report. The Coundl ansveered yes fo the relevant assetion inthe
202022 Annual Govermance Statement (asserion P, daiming it has taken appropriabe acton in respect af audit repars. Infulure, $e Council should ensure thas
appraprate aclian in response o audit recommendations is laken within a reasonable ime.

Odher malters not affecling our opinion which we draw o he atlention of the aulhosity.

In undenaking the resiew of the 2023124 Annual Gosemance and Accauntability Return it came to owr attention that in 2024 the Council has not
mel the reguirements of the 20135 Accownts and Audil Begulalions o provide eeclors with a peried of 30 woeking days including the fiest 10
working days of July, 1o inspect the aceounts, The Council should ensure thal in 2024025 they comgly with the Regulations and respond Mo’ 1o
ther relevant assedion in itz Anmual Governance Statemeant as the asserlion ig retrospactive and refers 1o complance during the relevanil
financial year rather tan in resgect of iL

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2024,

“We do nol cerlify comgletion because:

Mot spglicable.

Extemal Auditor Name

Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

! LL
External Auditor Signature Forvis Magary LLP bale 19 September 2024

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3 Page G of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®
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Within the conclusion letter to the Clerk and Finance Officer the following which was not
part of the 2024 AGAR, but was added as an advisory for this current year 2024/25 AGAR:

Email management

There have been amendments to the requirements of the Practitioner’s Guide in relation to
email management and the use of “gov.uk’ domains. The March 2024 version of the
Practitioner’s Guide, points 5.210 and 5.211, state that:

e All Parish, Town and Community Councils are eligible to use, and are advised to use, a
.gov.uk domain for their websites and email communications. Your community,
suppliers and partners will now reasonably expect a local council to have a .gov.uk
domain name.

e To assist with compliance with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), it is
advised that clerks provide official .gov.uk email accounts to their councillors, which
must only be used for official council business.

While the Practitioner’s Guide 2024 does not mandate the use of “gov.uk’ email addresses,
we would expect the Council and its councillors to have a generic email address to use for
official Council correspondence. If the Council and councillors are not using generic email
address by 31 March 2025, then this could result in either a qualification or other matter on
the 2024/2025 AGAR.
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Agenda Item 11.5 Draft Budget 2025/26

Councillors to discuss the drafted budget as circulated via email.

Council to resolve to adopt a budget. If council Approve the budget as drafted, the precept
can be broken down into the following:

Bekesbourne with Patrixbounre PC Precept Breakdown 20245/26

Actual Amount to be billed 2024/25

Council
Total Tax Annual @ |Annual @ [Annual @ |Annual@ |[Annual@ |Annual @ |(Annual @ |Annual @
Year Precept |Base Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H
2024/25 | £23,383 | 368.03 £42.37 £49.43 £56.49 £63.55 £77.67 £91.79 £105.92 £127.10
Monthly @ |Monthly @ [Monthly @ |Monthly @ |Monthly @ (Monthly @ |Monthly @ |Monthly @
Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H
£3.53 £4.12 £4.71 £5.30 £6.47 £7.65 £8.83 £10.59

Actual Amount of Increase 2024/25

Total Council

Precept (Tax Annual @ |Annual @ [Annual @ |Annual@ |[Annual@ |Annual @ |(Annual @ |Annual @
Year Increase |Base Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H
202425 £264 368.03 £0.48 £0.56 £0.64 £0.72 £0.88 £1.03 £1.19 £1.43

Monthly @ |Monthly @ [Monthly @ |Monthly @ |Monthly @ (Monthly @ |Monthly @ |Monthly @
Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H

£0.04 £0.05 £0.05 £0.06 £0.07 £0.09 £0.10 £0.12

Council to resolve their precept request figure for 2025/26.

Agenda item 13 Allotments
Plot Updates:

1. Plot 8 to Plot 5 Swap:
The tenant previously assigned to Plot 8 has successfully transitioned to Plot 5.

2. Plot 10 Tenancy Status:
The tenant of Plot 10 previously communicated, via a third party, an intention to
vacate the tenancy. The Clerk clarified that such a decision must be directly
confirmed by the tenant. To date, no direct update has been received. However,
upon inspection, the plot appears to have been vacated.

3. Plot 4 Tenancy Adjustment:
The tenant of Plot 4 has requested to reduce their allotment to half the current size.
Interest in the remaining half has been expressed by a previous tenant, suggesting a
potential resolution for this adjustment.
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Observations:

¢ Popularity of Half Plots:
Demand for half plots is on the rise, reflecting a shift in tenant preferences and
possibly indicating a trend toward smaller, more manageable allotments.

e General Condition:
A recent inspection revealed no significant issues at the allotments. There are a few
vacant plots to address, but overall, the site remains in good condition.

Recommendations:

e Follow up with the tenant of Plot 10 to confirm their intention to vacate and proceed
with reallocation if the plot remains unclaimed.

e Finalise arrangements for the reallocation of half of Plot 4 to the interested former
tenant.

¢ Continue monitoring the trend toward half-plot requests and consider incorporating
this preference into future allotment planning.

Agenda Item 14 Aspinall Close Garages

Flipping, and general issues regarding the Garages at Aspinall/Cramner Close has been
reported. | have contacted southern housing with the following email(yet to receive a
response):

Good afternoon,

I hope this message finds you well. | am writing to enquire about the garages located on
Cranmer Close in Bekesbourne. Specifically, | would like to confirm whether these garages
are owned and managed by Southern Housing.

There is a significant issue with fly-tipping at this location, which is affecting the
surrounding environment and community. The state of the garages and the accumulation
of rubbish are concerning, and it appears to require immediate attention.

If these garages are under Southern Housing's management, could you please let me know
if there are any plans or measures in place to address the current situation? Additionally, |
would appreciate it if you could take steps to resolve the issue of fly-tipping and improve
the overall condition of the area.

Thank you for your assistance. | look forward to your response.
Kind Regards,

Nicola Purcell
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