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Agenda Item 7.2 City Councillor Report 
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Agenda Item 8. Any S101 Delegated Authority Items to be noted by Council.  

Planning Application No: CA/24/01930 

Proposal: Erection of an agricultural storage building. 

Location: Land Between Springfield Cottages And Rosewood, Bekesbourne Lane, West Of 

Bekesbourne Hill, Bekesbourne, Kent, 

 

Outcome: 2 out of 8 councillors responded, one with no objections, one objecting to this 

application. Therefore, no comments were submitted as a minimum of three councillors are 

required to respond to s101 delegated authority. 

 

Agenda Item 10.1 Highway Matters: Any Updates 

The Clerk has chased again the reinstatement of the roundels on Station road.  Hopefully 

there will be a response to present at the meeting.  

Permission has been granted by the landowner for the ‘junction ahead’ signs on the 

approach to Aerodrome Road. These should now be installed imminently. 

 

Agenda Item 10.2 20mph at Patrixbourne  

Printing costs associated with the public engagement:  

My current HP Instant in plan covers up to 300 pages per month, which usually is sufficient.  

There are approximately 350 homes in Bekesbourne and Patrixbourne,  for one page of a4 

for the traffic survey plus one page of a4 for the playground survey will total 700 pages.  

 

This in turn will require me to increase the printing bundle for the one month to either: 

• Up to 700 pages at a cost of £25.49 +VAT.  

• Up to 1500 pages at a cost of £49.49 +VAT 

Alternatively, a distribution company has quoted to print and deliver both for £360+VAT  

Proposed Public Engagement Leaflet: 

 

Agenda Item 10.4 Speedwatch  

A date has been requested for training now we have sufficient (hopefully) numbers for 

volunteers.  
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Agenda Item 11.1 To note October- December payment schedule & approve 

any new payments. 

August/September Payment Schedule 
Payments Made in August/September as per financial regulations. 

Date Type Payment Amount 

16th September  24 DD Hugofox £23.99 

30th September 24 SO Clerk September   
Salary 

As per salary Sheet 

15th October 24 DD Hugofox £23.99 

30th October 24 SO  Clerk October Salary As per salary Sheet 

15th November 24 DD Hugofox £23.99 

2nd December 24 SO Clerk Nov Salary As per Salary Sheet 

 
Payments Due for Approval: 

Recipient  Detail Amount 

N. Purcell HP Ink 
reimbursement 
December 

TBC (as per agenda 
item 10.2) 

N. Purcell Clerk Phone bill 
(October-Dec) 

£15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 11.2 To Approve the Q2 Accounts 

The Q1 Accounts run from July- Sept.  Clerk salary have been paid as per the salary slips each 

month, which our Internal Auditor checks each year as part of the council’s internal audit.  
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Agenda Item 11.3 S106 Funding (Update/Playground Discussion) 

Overview of S106 Funding Allocations 

As previously noted, The Parish Council has received the following funds under Section 106 
agreements, specifically allocated for improving open spaces and community facilities: 

1. Children's Outdoor Play Areas 
o Amount: £23,428 
o Purpose: Dedicated to upgrading and improving children's outdoor play areas 

within open spaces. 
2. Outdoor Sport 

o Amount: £7,063 
o Purpose: To enhance and upgrade outdoor sports facilities in open spaces. 

3. Amenity Open Spaces 
o Amount: £9,184 
o Purpose: For the improvement and enhancement of general amenity open 

spaces. 
4. Parks and Gardens 

o Amount: £4,332 
o Purpose: Allocated for the improvement of parks and gardens within open 

spaces. 
o Note: This allocation can be combined with the Amenity Open Spaces funding 

for larger projects. 

Progress Update and Consultation with RGMC 

On Monday, 9th December, Cllr Sladden and the Clerk met with the Chair of the Recreation 
Ground Management Committee (RGMC) to discuss the aspirations and goals of the 
committee regarding the recreation ground and pavilion. Initial discussions mentioned 
potential uses for the S106 funds including: 

• Installation of a new fire door for the sports pavilion. 
• Roofing and guttering repairs to address their current poor condition. 
• Addition of benches around the recreation ground. 
• Installation of spectator seating to support community sports. 
• Improving entrance access and installing protective matting for parking areas to 

minimize grass damage. 

The Chair of the RGMC will present these information to their committee for further 
discussion and will aim to provide feedback at the Parish Council’s January meeting. 

Community Survey and Next Steps for the Playground: To engage the community in 
decision-making, Cllr C.Sladden has prepared a draft survey, with an electronic version of 
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the same created  by Nicola. The survey aims to gather input from residents on how the 
funds should be spent. 

Proposed Timeline: 

• Survey Distribution: Deliberately delayed to ensure streamlined processes, aligning 
with discussions and potential actions. 

• Survey Results Collection: End of January. 
• Review and Discussion: Equipment quotes will be reviewed at the March meeting. 
• Project Implementation: Begin installation in spring/summer to protect the ground 

at the recreation area, ensuring minimal disruption. 

 

The Council is asked to approve the survey for distribution to the community. 
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Plaque Replacement at the Playground 

While the council considers the addition of new equipment using S106 funds, it may also 
wish to allocate additional funds to replace the missing plaque that originally identified the 
playground as the Albert Wilson Playground. The plaque, which has been absent for many 
years, was a tribute to Mr. Wilson, and a relative of his has expressed a strong desire to see 
it reinstated. Unfortunately, the original plaque's whereabouts remain unknown. 

S106 Funding Process (For Council to Note) 

The process for spending S106 funds involves the following steps: 

1. Allocation: Funds are earmarked for specific purposes (e.g., children's play areas, 
outdoor sports). 

2. Proposal Development: Parish Councils identify potential projects and ensure 
alignment with funding criteria. 

3. Community Engagement: Consultation through surveys or public meetings to gather 
input on proposed projects. 

4. Approval: The Parish Council submits proposals to Canterbury City Council for review 
and approval. 

5. Implementation: Once approved, the Parish Council oversees the procurement and 
completion of the project. 

Conclusion 

The Parish Council will work closely with the RGMC and Canterbury City Council to ensure 
the S106 funds are allocated efficiently and in line with community needs. This collaborative 
approach will ensure projects benefit the community while adhering to S106 guidelines. 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 11.4- Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 

Completion: 

Forvis Mazars LLP have concluded the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

for 2023/24. I am delighted to unform you that Bekesbourne with Patrixbourne Parish 

Council have completed another successful audit. 

 

The external auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24 states: 
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Finance Officer explanation for council to note unfortunately, last year the council were one 

day short for their exercise of public rights period, and this year- one day too many. This 

unfortunately means in writing it states ‘we did not meet the requirements’.  

 

Please refer to ‘Section 3- Eternal Auditors Report and certificate 2024’ that has been 

included within this report over the next few pages: 
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Within the conclusion letter to the Clerk and Finance Officer the following which was not 

part of the 2024 AGAR, but was added as an advisory for this current year 2024/25 AGAR: 

Email management  

There have been amendments to the requirements of the Practitioner’s Guide in relation to 

email management and the use of ‘.gov.uk’ domains. The March 2024 version of the 

Practitioner’s Guide, points 5.210 and 5.211, state that:   

• All Parish, Town and Community Councils are eligible to use, and are advised to use, a 

.gov.uk domain for their websites and email communications. Your community, 

suppliers and partners will now reasonably expect a local council to have a .gov.uk 

domain name.   

• To assist with compliance with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), it is 

advised that clerks provide official .gov.uk email accounts to their councillors, which 

must only be used for official council business.   

While the Practitioner’s Guide 2024 does not mandate the use of ‘.gov.uk’ email addresses, 

we would expect the Council and its councillors to have a generic email address to use for 

official Council correspondence. If the Council and councillors are not using generic email 

address by 31 March 2025, then this could result in either a qualification or other matter on 

the 2024/2025 AGAR. 
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Agenda Item 11.5 Draft Budget 2025/26 

Councillors to discuss the drafted budget as circulated via email. 

Council to resolve to adopt a budget. If council Approve the budget as drafted, the precept 

can be broken down into the following: 

 

Council to resolve their precept request figure for 2025/26. 

 

Agenda item 13 Allotments 

Plot Updates: 

1. Plot 8 to Plot 5 Swap: 

The tenant previously assigned to Plot 8 has successfully transitioned to Plot 5. 

2. Plot 10 Tenancy Status: 

The tenant of Plot 10 previously communicated, via a third party, an intention to 

vacate the tenancy. The Clerk clarified that such a decision must be directly 

confirmed by the tenant. To date, no direct update has been received. However, 

upon inspection, the plot appears to have been vacated. 

3. Plot 4 Tenancy Adjustment: 

The tenant of Plot 4 has requested to reduce their allotment to half the current size. 

Interest in the remaining half has been expressed by a previous tenant, suggesting a 

potential resolution for this adjustment. 
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Observations: 

• Popularity of Half Plots: 

Demand for half plots is on the rise, reflecting a shift in tenant preferences and 

possibly indicating a trend toward smaller, more manageable allotments. 

• General Condition: 

A recent inspection revealed no significant issues at the allotments. There are a few 

vacant plots to address, but overall, the site remains in good condition. 

Recommendations: 

• Follow up with the tenant of Plot 10 to confirm their intention to vacate and proceed 

with reallocation if the plot remains unclaimed. 

• Finalise arrangements for the reallocation of half of Plot 4 to the interested former 

tenant. 

• Continue monitoring the trend toward half-plot requests and consider incorporating 

this preference into future allotment planning. 

 

Agenda Item 14 Aspinall Close Garages 

Flipping, and general issues regarding the Garages at Aspinall/Cramner Close has been 

reported. I have contacted southern housing with the following email(yet to receive a 

response): 

Good afternoon,  

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to enquire about the garages located on 

Cranmer Close in Bekesbourne. Specifically, I would like to confirm whether these garages 

are owned and managed by Southern Housing. 

There is a significant issue with fly-tipping at this location, which is affecting the 

surrounding environment and community. The state of the garages and the accumulation 

of rubbish are concerning, and it appears to require immediate attention. 

If these garages are under Southern Housing's management, could you please let me know 

if there are any plans or measures in place to address the current situation? Additionally, I 

would appreciate it if you could take steps to resolve the issue of fly-tipping and improve 

the overall condition of the area. 

Thank you for your assistance. I look forward to your response. 

Kind Regards, 

Nicola Purcell 


